An analysis of the transfusion medicine content of the test of the National Board of Medical Examiners.
A two-year (1984-1985) review of 3,764 questions appearing on Part I and Part II of the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) indicated 140 (4%) were transfusion medicine (TM)-related. Fewer questions on TM appeared on Part II than Part I (45 vs. 95, P less than 0.001). Unexpectedly, the lowest proportion of questions (excluding psychiatry) in the Part II examination was in the surgery section. Part I NBME appears to adequately reflect and assess the TM content of the medical school curricula, but the number and distribution of questions in Part II of the NBME does not reflect recent changes in the clinical transfusion medicine curricula of many United States medical schools.